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05 : WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

 

We have examined God as Father and God as Jesus, His 

Son. We saw in Study 2 – Who is God? that God is 3 persons 

and the third person of this Trinity is the person of the Holy 

Spirit. 

We now complete the 3 Persons relationship by considering 

God the Holy Spirit.  

PAUSE FOR 

THOUGHT 

 

Who do you think the  

Holy Spirit is? 
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THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

When Jesus taught His disciples about the Holy Spirit, He referred to the Holy Spirit as ‘He’. This shows us that 

the Holy Spirit is a person and not an ‘it’, a ghost, or merely some ‘influence’.  

 

Although older versions of the Bible referred to the Holy Spirit as the ‘Holy Ghost’ this was more a  

literal translation of the Greek writings (the New Testament was originally written in Greek) rather than referring 

to Him as a ghostly apparition.  

 
SOME CHARATERISTICS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
There are several characteristics of the Holy Spirit that underpin this teaching: 

 

• He is called the Comforter and Counsellor or Helper. (John 1416) 

• The Holy Spirit speaks. (Mark 13:11) 

• The Holy Spirit can be grieved.  

         (Ephesians 4:30) 

• The Holy Spirit teaches us (John 14:26) 

• The Holy Spirit can be insulted.  

         (Hebrews 10:29) 

• He helps us, intercedes (pleads, mediates) for us, and has a mind. (Romans 8:26) 

• The Holy Spirit searches all things and understands the mind of God the Father.  

         (1 Corinthians 2:10) 

• The Holy Spirit apportions spiritual gifts to Jesus followers. (1 Corinthians 12:11) 

• The Holy Spirit causes fruit to grow within us  - that is, He brings various attributes into our spiritual lives. 

(Galatians 5:22 - 23) 

 

And there are several other works that the Holy Spirit does. These all point towards the fact that the Holy Spirit 

is a person rather than an impersonal ‘spirit’. 

The fruit of the 

Spirit is love, 

joy, peace,     

patience,     

kindness,   

goodness,   

faithfulness,             

gentleness, and 

self-control. 
 

GALATIANS 5:22-23 

https://biblereasons.com/fruits-of-the-spirit/
https://biblereasons.com/fruits-of-the-spirit/
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THE HOLY SPIRIT’S ROLE IN THE WORK OF GOD 
 

The Holy Spirit is sometimes referred to as the third person of the Trinity, although the scriptures never do. We 

need to understand that this is in no way to infer that He is in any way less than God the Father or God the Son 

(Jesus). 

 

We can sum up the various roles of the members of the Trinity like this - God the Father creates the plan, God 

the Son (Jesus) implements the plan and God the Holy Spirit administers the plan (of God) 

 

It is the Holy Spirit who enables us to hear about Jesus one way or another. The Holy Spirit does not make any 

decisions on our behalf, but He does ensure we hear about Jesus so that we can make an informed choice. It 

is the Holy Spirit who convicts us that we are sinners and need Jesus in our lives.  

 

There are many questions that may arise out of these statements but we have to focus primarily on how this all 

affects you and what you will do with it.  

 

The Holy Spirit is described as the Counsellor – that is a Helper and also a Comforter. He also guides us, and 

gives us spiritual gifts to help us be more effective in our Christian walk.  

 

To have the Holy Spirit in our life assures us of our place in heaven. He is a deposit guaranteeing our place 

where His work in our lives maintains our life with Jesus. 

 

Jesus told His disciples before He went back into heaven that He would send the Holy Spirit to continue the 

work that Jesus had been doing whilst on earth. 
 

 

 

When you  

believed, you 

were marked in 

Jesus with a 

seal, the    

promised Holy 

Spirit, who is a 

deposit guaran-

teeing our      

inheritance until 

the redemp-

tion of those 

who are God’s 

possession - to 

the praise of His 

glory. 
 

EPHESIANS 1:13-14 
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NOTES : 


